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judgment, is at least in general the best mode, in
the case of the objection we are now considering, of
dealing with unbelievers ; and to adopt the contrary
plan, seems somewhat like that of any one, who hav-
ing to convince some untutored Indian of the truth
of the Copernican system, instead of beginning with
plain and simple propositions, and leading him on
to what is more abstruse and remote, should state to
him at the outset some startling problems, to which
the understanding can only yield its slojv assent,
when constrained by the decisive force of demon-
stration. The novice, instead of lending himself to
such a mistaken method of instruction, would turn
away in disgust, and be only hardened against his
preceptor. But it must be remembered, that the
present work is addressed to those who acknowledge
the authority of the Holy Scriptures. And in order
to convince all these that there is, somewhere or
other, a fallacy in our objector's reasoning, it will be
sufficient to establish, that, though the word of God
clearly asserts the justice and goodness of the Su-
preme Being, and also the natural depravity of man,
yet it no less clearly lays down, that this natural de-
pravity shall never be admitted as an excuse for sin,
but that " they which have done evil, shall rise to
the resurrection of damnation6."—u That the wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the people that
forget Grod." And it is worthy of remark, that, as
if for the very purpose of more effectually silencing
those unbelieving doubts which are ever springing
up in the human heart, our blessed Saviour, though
the messenger of peace and good will to man, has
again and again repeated these awful denunciations.
Nor are the Holy Scriptures less clear and full in
guarding us against supposing our sins, or the dread-
6 John v. 29.

